Ethical standards when taking photos of CINI’s work

“Images is an area that we are looking to make a bit of a shift at the moment.  In the eighties, obviously there were those awful images that came out of Ethiopia, and since then, things have become more subtle, and it was right that that happened.  For us, I think we focused so much on the positive, that we lost the sense of challenge.  I think the principle needs to be that when people see an image, they see the dignity of the person so it’s not voyeuristic, it’s not patronising, it’s not dismissive and it’s not crude, but at the same time as they see the dignity, they see the challenge, and they feel the need to respond.”

(Head of fundraising at CAFOD, interviewed for Anna’s dissertation).
1. Shocking or emotive images are sometimes used for fundraising purposes.  At the extreme end are the pictures of naked emaciated children with swollen bellies and flies around their eyes, which suggest a lack of care for their dignity. 

2. We have to use some negative imagery, to illustrate what the problem is that CINI is trying to tackle. 

3. The aim is to maintain the dignity of people photographed.  Clothed images of malnourished children, with adequate explanation in the photo caption of the factors that contributed to their situation, and how their carers are working with NGOs to improve this, is a more dignified approach.   

4. Photographers are asked to draft their own photo captions, explaining the picture and where it was taken.

5. Negative imagery in fundraising materials, or the media, should be used sparingly.  In the long term, excessive use of it over the years can give a sense of little progress being made. 

6. Sometimes project beneficiaries are asked to hold a sign with a message.  This can be handled sensitively – say something along the lines of getting local peer educators to hold a sign saying ‘join us in fighting malnutrition’.  But handled clumsily, it could again reinforce negative perceptions of poor people overseas as beggars.

7. The use of positive imagery can also be problematic.  Mug-shots of smiling kids give no sense of context and communicate little about the needs, processes, outputs or outcomes of CINI’s work.  Try to take pictures that tell a story about an element of CINI’s work. 
8. When taking photos to accompany case studies, consider the impact on anonymity. People should always be given the option not to be photographed, or for a photograph to be taken just of their hands, with their face obscured by their veil etc. 

9. Child protection policies urge that not all the pieces of information should be given to enable a child to be identified. So for example if a photo is given in an article, a pseudonym should be provided and the child’s home village or school should not be specified.   However, please collect the full name and give these to the UK office, to enable follow up photos to be done where appropriate.
10. Providing cameras for the use of children or young people to document the social issues that surround them can be very empowering.  However, there is a chance that some of the images taken by the children could be exploitative of others, so it is important to brief them carefully.  
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