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How to Host your Dinner Party: CINI’s Step by Step Guide
Dinner party planning is made easier when you take steps to organise and create a checklist for yourself. Here are some things to think about as you plan and execute your dinner.

FOUR TO SIX WEEKS AHEAD:
Decide the theme and whether you wish to host a casual dinner party or a formal dinner. Who is the dinner party for? (work,friends, family, etc..)

· Establish your budget. 

· Create guest list.

· Confirm a time and place. 

· Send out invites through Dinner4Good.com/ or download template from CINI website

THREE TO FOUR WEEKS AHEAD:

After you have established the type of dinner party you’ll be hosting and have a guest list, it’s time to start thinking about the dinner party food and decorations. These are some things you can do about a few weeks in advance.

· Create a menu.

· Make a grocery list.

· Plan a cooking schedule (what can be made ahead of time, what needs to be made they day of).

· Buy or borrow serving pieces and accessories.

· Purchase or create dinner party favours if desired.

· Check specialty stores for hard-to-find food items.

· Select music.

· Send out Dinner Party reminder through Dinner4Good.com

ONE TO TWO WEEKS AHEAD:

As the countdown is on and you receive RSVP’s for your dinner party here’s a checklist of things to gather and create.

· Purchase non-perishable goods.

· Decide on the types of drinks to be served. 

· Place special orders with the butcher, fish market or grocery store..

· Decide on a party outfit.

· Begin a thorough housecleaning- enlist family members for help!

TWO TO THREE DAYS AHEAD:

· Clean serving ware.

· Purchase remaining grocery items.

· Check recipes for how far in advance food can be prepared.

· Start food prep.

· Create a party-day game plan.

· Determine seating arrangements- if needed.

· Print place cards, if using them.

DAY BEFORE YOUR DINNER:

· Continue food preparation for those dishes that can be made in advance.

· Set your centrepieces 

ON THE DAY:

· Finish cleaning the house.

· Pick up party orders.

· Create a bar area.

· Take out extra supplies.

· Finish cooking.

· Organize the kitchen for the final countdown.

· Give yourself a breather- have a glass of wine.

· Get in party mode- the fruits of your labour are about to pay off

· Take plenty of pictures to post on the CINI website

· Tell your friends about the CINI charity and the range of ways they can get involved

· Collect your donations!


POST PARTY:

After your smashing dinner party, keep a journal. Include what you served, who was there, and how it went. Check all donations were made through Dinner4Good. Post pictures of your dinner party on CINI website. Make notes on how to improve your next dinner party as well as what made this one successful!

