Letter from Director of CINI India (October 4th)

Dear Friends

For all of us working at Child in Need Institute (CINI), we are very grateful to receive your support to bring about improvements in health, nutrition and education for deprived communities. 

It is the festive season in October with Bengali Hindus celebrating Durga Puja, an annual function commemorating the destruction of evil forces by goddess Durga coming down from her heavenly abode. In a few weeks, the Muslims will observe the end of the Ramadan, celebrating Id. 

Unfortunately the heavy and incessant rains has led to rising water levels in the Gangetic plain, flooding villages in many parts of West Bengal, dampening the festive spirit, specially for the poor, as they try to do what they can to brighten up their lives during this time of the year. 

Almost half of Murshidabad district, located 200 kms north of Kolkata have been inundated by the rising flood waters with, approximately 1,500,000 people rendered homeless. They have moved over to higher ground, living under plastic sheeting in temporary camps. Some have been sheltered in school buildings and railway stations. It will take a few weeks for the flood waters to recede when they will return to salvage their crops, rebuild damaged homes and pick up their daily lives. 

Murshidabad District is flood prone, as major rivers course down the district in a north to south direction, draining finally to the Bay of Bengal. There is a lot of illiteracy, lack of skills and poverty among the people, making it prone to child labour, trafficking of girls and migration of rural poor to urban slums. 

CINI has been working in Murshidabad for the last 5 years with a local office in the District headquarters of Berhampore, to assist the local government to implement programmes to improve health, nutrition and education. 

Since mid September, the flood waters have started rising and the CINI unit joined the efforts of the local government in distributing medical supplies, food and shelter materials in the temporary camps.

The local people have approached CINI to assist them when they return to their villages with the receding of flood waters. Bleaching powder will have to be sprinkled in the area to prevent the spread of diseases due to lack of toilets and disposal of garbage facilities, the effects of dehydration prevented during diarrhea by getting people to take rehydration packs. 

Volunteers need to be trained from the village to distribute the supplies for the next few weeks to the returning population. Food stores have to be replenished for some families whose crops have been destroyed, till the next harvest season. 

The distribution of these supplies and training local women to prevent outbreak of communicable diseases will cost approximately £20,000.

Your support can help alleviate suffering and avoid preventable deaths from treatable diseases as a result of this disaster. Please give generously and support our work to help the victims of the flood. You can give your support online at www.ciniuk.org or by sending donations to CINI UK, Suite 631, 456-458 Strand, London, WC2R 0DZ.

Thank you.

Dr Samir Chaudhuri,

Director, CINI. 
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